
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th March 2025 at 7.35 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance Pryke, Rear
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were ten members  of the public.
1615/25    To receive apologies

Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh

Cllr Taylor

1616/25   To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
20th January 2025 and Finance meeting 27th January 2025
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th January 2025 and Finance meeting on 27th January 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
1617/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1618/25     To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE

1619/25To consider planning applications as below:

2025/0095/FUL  Land to the West of Park Farm, Holmeswood

The erection of a farm welfare building.

LCC Cllr Eddie Pope stated he had called the planning application in.
2025/0165/LBC Listed Building Consent 4,The Main Hall, Rufford Park Lane, Rufford.

Remove a non load bearing internal stud wall.

It was resolved the council supported this application.
2025/0099/FUL  261, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Alterations and extension to 261, Liverpool Road

It was resolved the council supported this application.
2025/0108/FUL Hesketh Arms, 81, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Provide revised car parking, garden and external bar and dining areas. First and second floor alterations to create 12 ensuite hotel rooms.

It was resolved the council supported this application.
2025/0022/FUL  15, The Paddock. Rufford,

Erection of single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory and installation of bifold doors to rear elevation.

It was resolved the council supported this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2024/0826/ARM  Alsley Cottage, 20, Station Road, Rufford.

Layout and details of proposed areas of hard and soft landscaping.
2025/0007/PIP 263, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Stage 1 Permission in Principle application for erection of one dwelling.
Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

2025/0118/PNC  Agricultural buildings East of Chapel Lane, Rufford

Change of use from agricultural buildings to five residential dwellings including building operations.
2025/0086/PNH  Hillcrest, Chapel Lane, Rufford

Extension beyond original dwelling house by 8.00m. Height extension 4.00m. Height of eaves extension 3.00m

2025/0034/PNH  Woodlands, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood

Extension beyond the rear wall of original dwellinghouse by 5.33m. Maximum height of the extension 4.00m Height of eaves of the extension 2.49m

2025/0041/PNH Woodlands, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood

Extension beyond the side wall of original dwellinghouse by 3.68m. Maximum height of the extension 3.68m Height of eaves of the extension 2.40m

1620/25 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022822     Viking Trade Services Storm damage oak tree                              £300.00

022823     K Newsham  Clerk’s salary and admin                                          £770.24

022824     Post Office recorded deliver Freedom of Information                    £ 14.22

022825     Stationery files admin                                                                      £21.96

022827     K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                           £742.44

022828     P Brookfield  park maintenance etc.                                               £273.75     

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1621/25 Flood Risk
Cllrs Gordon, Newsham and the clerk attended a meeting arranged by Rachel Crompton LCC Lead Flood Risk Officer at Ormskirk Civic Hall, Ormskirk on Thursday 6th March 2025 for support of people who have experienced flooding in homes/business/farmland.

The council noted the information.

1622/25    Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

NONE

East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE
Cllr Pickavance informed the council of header stones have been removed from the wall on Holmeswood Road.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to write to Greenbelt who own the wall.

Trees overhanging Flash Lane, opposite Rufford Primary School, which belong to Greenbelt are in need of pruning.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to write to Greenbelt over the urgent concern to prune the trees.

1623/25 Public footpaths
Parish Council to contribute towards a sign warning that dogs off their leads can endanger nesting wildlife on a Holmeswood footpath and Rufford Park.

It was resolved that the council would donate towards wildlife signs.
1624/25  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE
1625/25  Recreation grounds

Alan Martland seeking permission to use metal detector on Parish Council land.

It was resolved by the council for Alan Martland to have permission to metal detect on Rufford playing field and Scout Field, subject to the clerk receiving a copy of insurance liability cover and general conditions of the parish council to repair any damage done by replacing turfs, and 50% of any proceeds of findings given to the parish council.

1626/25 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE

1627/25 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1628/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
The clerk reminded all councillors of WLBC member’s code of conduct and behavioural standards, and to read and adhere to the guidance document.

Integrity, honesty and misuse of your position as a councillor, transparency. Lead by example in a way that secures public confidence.

The council noted the information.
1629/25   To note police information

New chief superintendent.

Clerk informed the council that Ian Jones has returned to Lancashire Police as 

Chief Superintendent for Southern Division which includes Rufford and Holmeswood parish.

The police are also organising public drop-in sessions:

Tarleton Police House Monday 31st march 2025 7pm – 8.30pm

Burscough Town Council Office Friday 11th April 2025 10.30am-12 pm

The council noted the information.
1630/25      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 22nd April 2025
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 22nd April 2025
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.40 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

